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How Do You Solve a Problem Like Maria? 

W e know her as Mary. But in Greek, her name is Maria or Mariam. 

Mary can be a problem. Not her personally, of course, but what the 

church has done with her over the years. The temptation is to make too much of 

her or not enough. 
 

Among Roman Catholics, typically too much is made of Mary. She is thought to 

be without original sin, thanks to the immaculate conception (which has to do with 

Mary’s conception, not that of Jesus). She is seen as a mediator between people 

and Jesus, the theory being that surely Jesus’ mother must have some pull with 

him. It is asserted that her virginity is perpetual. She is made an object of venera-

tion, not worship, as the Roman church explains, yet that seems to be a distinction 

without a difference. 
 

None of this is biblical, of course. Mary, too, is a sinner in need of the atoning 

blood of her son. Jesus had other brothers and sisters, born to Mary and 

(presumably) Joseph. Matthew 12:46-50 seems to indicate that Mary, merely as 

the human mother of Jesus, has very little “pull” with him. The Bible never 

teaches us to venerate or pray to Mary in any way. The Bible says that there is one 

mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus (1 Timothy 2:5). Jesus is 

our sympathetic high priest (Hebrews 4:14-16) to whom we can go directly. 
 

Yet, in an effort to steer clear of the errors in the Roman church, many protestants 

seem to be reluctant to give Mary the honor she is due. The Scriptures do point to 

the privilege that was hers to bring the long-awaited Messiah into the world. 

When the angel Gabriel visited her, he said, 
 

Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, 

you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his 

name Jesus. (Luke 1:30-31) 
 

In Mary, in her song of joy, rightly observes, 
 

For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for he who is 

mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. (Luke 1:47-48) 
 

Out of all the women who have ever lived, the Lord chose Mary to bear and raise 

Jesus, the Messiah. We recognize the unique honor God gave to Mary. We also 

admire Mary for her humility and faith in submitting to the Lord’s will, as baffling 

as it might have seemed (Luke 1:34, 38). Worship and pray to her? No. Admire 

and respect her? Absolutely. 
 

No Christmas play would be complete without Mary. She is an integral part of the 

story. Even so, the true way to honor Mary is not to focus so much on her, but to 

believe the Lord Jesus Christ, God incarnate, the Savior of sinners, whom she 

brought into the world—her Savior and ours. Then, believing, to worship Christ, 

the new-born King. 
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S&T work in a closed country in the “10-40 window.” Their focus is on Evangelism and Discipleship toward 

the goal of seeing the local Church raised up, reproducing, and effectively reaching the greater population in 

their country. They have privilege to spend a lot of time walking alongside a number of new believers and 

young leaders, seeking to see them grow in their faith and relationship with God. They also look for opportuni-

ties to share their faith with people they run into in their daily lives. S is a part of running a small business, 

alongside other colleagues, that they began a few years back. This business opens many relational doors and is 

a practical way of blessing the community “in deed” as they offer a number of events open to the public and 

opportunities for locals. This business also provides them with a solid vocational identity within their commu-

nity. 
 

From S&T: One of the greatest privileges for us is the opportunity we have to encourage local brothers and 

sisters as they walk through persecution. A local family that we’ve recently been connected to is in the middle 

of intense persecution from the wife’s family. Both the husband and wife (we’ll call them B&M) are recent 

believers. M, who comes from a very conservative religious family (she used to wear a full face veil) began to 

share of her newfound faith with her sister who was gravely sick, and this sister went and told everything to 

the rest of M’s extended family. This started a time of very intense persecution against B&M, which is ongo-

ing. This family has had to move to a new town so that M’s family doesn’t know where they are, their kids are 

also not in school because M’s family could use that to find out where they are, and they’ve heard that M’s 

family has hired a lawyer to have their oldest daughter (from a previous marriage) taken away from them.  
 

Please lift up B&M as they face these pressures, ask that the Lord would continue to use these things to 

strengthen their faith and give them hope, peace, and joy in the midst of these trials (even as they testify 

that He has been doing that). 
 

Praises: 
 

 T has been studying the word with Z for about a year and a half. Z has recently claimed Jesus, and is con-

tinuing to grow in her faith.   

 Now after 5 years our small business here has paid off its debt, and it continues to grow. We also have 

many exciting opportunities to bless our local community through it.  

 Our kids are adjusting well to their school, learning language well, enjoying life, and making friends. 

 For reconciliation between two brothers who we were praying for and who S had been counseling through 

the process. 

 There seems to be an increasing number of people eager to hear truth. Ask for more with us. 
 

Requests: 
 

 Lift up the small group of young men that S is walking alongside. Ask for continued growth in their faith 

and maturity, and for wisdom for S as he navigates coming alongside these brothers, in the midst of an en-

vironment that is hostile to their faith.  

 Lift up our marriage, ask that the Lord would continue to bless and grow our relationship and love for one 

another, in the midst of the business of life and work. 

 Lift up our parenting of our children. We need much grace and wisdom to know how to best raise our chil-

dren here and help them know and embrace Jesus, without the typical support structures available to us 

back in the US.   

 Many of the local believers we know here do not have jobs or sufficient income. Ask for provision for 

them and for much wisdom for us to know how to come alongside them in this. 

 Ask for boldness and the Spirits leading for us as we seek opportunities to share with those around us, and 

for the Lord’s work in hearts and minds drawing them to himself here. 

 

If you would like to receive S&T’s email updates, please contact Alan Larson. 

 

MISSIONARY  UPDATE 



 

WOMENS BIBLE STUDIES 

TUESDAY, December 5— Our Women’s Study at 9:45 a.m. in the fellowship hall will have our final lesson 

for 2017 on December 5, We will conclude this session with a brunch and question and answer time with Pas-

tor Johnson. Childcare is provided. Contact Kara-Mia Appleton (3appletons@gmail.com) for information. 

 

SATURDAY, December 2 — Our final lesson for 2017 will be Saturday, December 2. Please join us at 9:00 

a.m. in the fellowship hall. We are studying Through His Eyes: God’s Perspective on Women in the Bible by 

Jerram Barrs, Chapter 7, Deborah. Childcare is not provided for the Saturday study. Contact Barbara Johnson 

for information (bbjohnson1988@gmail.com). 

 

JOHNS CREEK SMALL GROUP 

The Johns Creek Small Group meets for the last time in 2017 on Wednesday, December 13, at 7:00 p.m. The 

group is hosted by Owen and Tina Malcolm at 310 Dewpoint Lane, Johns Creek, GA 30022. Contact Owen 

(owen.malcolm@uniteducp.com) or Tina (tinammalcolm@gmail.com) for information. 

 

HANDS OF CHRIST   

Many thanks to all of those who volunteered to help at the food pantry in November at 

Hands of Christ a Duluth Cooperative Ministry.  

All are invited to the Taylors’ Annual Open House on Wednesday, December 27, from 6:00-10:00 p.m. 

For more information contact Jennifer (taylorkhandan@yahoo.com). 

 

TAYLOR OPEN HOUSE 

 

CHRISTMAS MUSICAL AND SOCIAL 

Please join us on Saturday, December 10, at 6:00 p.m. for our Christmas Musical and 

Church Social. 
 

This event is open to everyone, and will include a children’s program, musical numbers by members of the 

congregation, singing Christmas hymns, and ending with refreshments. We hope you are planning to attend 

and please bring friends! 
 

Please email Barbara Johnson with the food item or items you would like to bring. Bring your favorite holiday 

finger food, but please let her know what to expect so we can make sure that we have a good balance of items. 

Make sure to bring items to the church no later than 5:15 p.m. on Sunday, December 10. This is a great time to 

pull out your Christmas, glass, or fancy serving plates rather than using plastic or disposable dishes. There will 

be extra dishes available at the church. Please respond by December 4, (bbjohnson1988@gmail.com). 
 

Thank you so much for making this a special celebration for our church family.  
 

Items needed: 
 

SWEETS—cookies, cookie bars, cakes, cupcakes, fruit (cut), candies 

SALTY/SAVORY—dips and chips (hot or cold), cheese and crackers, vegetables (cut), other finger foods, 

 meatballs, mini quiches, nuts 

PUNCH—Ginger Ale, white grape juice 



 

FUTURE EVENTS 

Congregational Meeting   
 

Please attend! The Session has called a congregational meeting on Sunday, January 7, 2018 after the morning 

service to elect officers for the class of 2023. In nomination are Martin Taylor for deacon and Steve Butler and 

John Dunahoo for ruling elder. 

 

OPPC Women’s Retreat 
 

Ladies, mark your calendars, and make plans to attend the 2018 OPPC Women’s Retreat on Friday and Satur-

day, January 26-27, at the Hilton Garden Inn in Duluth. More details will be available soon from Kara-Mia 

Appleton (3appletons@gmail.com). 

 

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL QUARTER—DECEMBER—FEBRUARY—2017-2018  

 

Nursery               Upper level - Nursery     
 

Disciples in Diapers 

  Teachers: Tonya Oliver & Jane Horner       

 

2’s & 3’s Upper level - Toddler     
 

God’s Son 

Teachers: Bethany Rowe & Sarah Lill 

 

4’s-1st Upper level – Preschool  
 

Jesus is God’s Son 

Teacher: Natalie Malin-Davis 

 

Grades 2-4  Lower level – 5 
 

Listening to Jesus 

Teacher: Owen Malcolm 

WINTER SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

Grades 5 & 6 Lower level – 3 
 

Exodus-Ruth 

Teacher: Kara-Mia Appleton 

 

Grades 7 & 8 Lower level – 8 
 

Romans 

Teacher: Joe Deighton 

 

High School                 Youth Room 
                    

Knowing The God Who Is 

Teachers: Carlin Wong & Rick Appleton 

 

Adult                                Sanctuary 
                    

The Hymns We Sing 

Teacher: Jack Wilson 

 

LESSONS AND CAROLS SERVICE 

Please join us on Sunday December 24, Christmas Eve, at 5:00 p.m. for our 

annual Service of Nine Lessons and Carols. An offering will be taken at this 

service for the PCA’s Ministerial Relief Fund. 

 

There will be no evening service on Sunday, December 31, New Year’s Eve.  



           NURSERY SCHEDULE - DECEMBER 2017 
           

DATE                 11:00 a.m.                             GREETER                6:00 p.m. 
                            (10:45 at table) 
 

  12/3               Bennett, Wong, Raine             Tara Carter                    No Service 
 

  12/10   Akin, Derr, Lauren                    Jennifer Taylor           No Nursery 
   
  12/17      Malcolm, Sickert, Elizabeth       Ashley Deighton            Richards 
 

  12/24  Larson, Rowe, Sara                Ann Elmer                       Wilson 
 

  12/31  Covington, Josiah B.        Joyce Saylor            No Service 

  

   ————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
 

LINK DEADLINE: Please turn in articles and information for the January LINK by Wednesday, December 27. 
 

Old Peachtree Presbyterian Church exists to glorify God and to extend the kingdom of Jesus Christ. To  

accomplish this end, Old Peachtree aims to be a church that is continually growing in vital worship, in  

theological depth, in true fellowship, in assertive evangelism, and in deeds of compassion. The distinctive- 

ness of Old Peachtree is in its desire to be Presbyterian in government and Reformed in theology, with the  

vitality that comes from evangelism and discipleship. 
 

Old Peachtree Presbyterian Church              office@oldpeachtree.org 

1756 Old Peachtree Road               www.oldpeachtree.org 

Duluth, GA  30097                            

770-476-7945 (office) 

 

First Sunday Lunch 
 

Join us for First Sunday Lunch on December 3. Please invite your friends and neighbors. 
 

Communion Week 
 

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper in the morning service on December 10. We have communion on the second 

Sunday every month. 
 

Deacons Meeting 
 

The Deacons meet the second Wednesday of every month at 7:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall (December13). 
 

Session Meeting   
 

The Session meeting will be on December 6 this month. 
 

Youth Group 
 

All 6th grade -12th graders, even college students, are welcome to join us for dinner at 5:30 on Sundays except 

for the first Sunday of each month.  
 

Save the Date 
 

Vacation Bible School—Summer 2018—June 4-8  

 
 

MEETINGS AND GROUPS 


